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A study for the present status of ‘family forest’ and the purpose of forest holding in the USA.

Tkuo Ota

Abstract : The United States of America is the largest producer of industrial roundwood in the world. Japan has been
importing huge amount of forest products from the USA since 1960s, and the influence of American forest sector to
Japanese society is still big enough. Among the type of forest ownership, ‘Non-Industrial Private Forest: NIPF' used
to be the biggest category of all in the USA. However, due to disclosure issues, NIPF does no longer exist in statistical
data, and ‘family forest’ is becoming popular as the name of the forests under private individual ownership today. This
paper aims to analyze present status of family forest of the USA by means of interviewing fifteen of such forest owners
in three different regions: Oregon as the representative of the Pacific Coast, Alabama of the South, and Wisconsin of the
North. In conclusion, the author found several common and interesting reasons of holding family forest in the USA as
follows; 1) dream to possess own property, 2) having a place to share happy time with the family, 3) possible revenue
from timber production, and 4) respect for nature and wildlife and contribution to conserve them.

Key words : Best Management Practices, consulting forester, extension service, family forest, Forest Practices Act,
Managed Forest Law, private forest owner.
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ATV
BLM
BMP
DNR
FPA
MFL
NIPF
OSWA
REIT
TIMO
USDA
WWOA

All Terrain Vehicle

Bureau of Land Management

Best Management Practices

Department of Natural Resources

Forest Practices Act

Managed Forest Law

Non-Industrial Private Forest

Oregon Small Woodlands Association
Real Estate Investment Trust
Timberland Investment Management Organization
United States Department of Agriculture

Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association
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